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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1925,  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  a  few  points  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  matter  more  fully  discussed  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

This  statement  is  classified  as  a  “Survey  Report  and  cer¬ 
tain  directions  and  instructions  are  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  "in  Circular  648  (England)  dated  10th  December 
1925.  It  is  indicated  Reports  for  1925  should  be  so  prepared 
as  to  deal  comprehensively  with  all  matters  of  importance  in 
relation  to  the  Public  Health  during  the  past  5  years.  The 
following  headings  are  mentioned:— - 

(a)  National  and  Social  conditions  of  the  Area. 

(b)  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

(c)  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(d)  Housing. 

(c)  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(f)  Prevalence  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

(g)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

It  will  be  my  duty  to  deal  with  these  points. 

I  am  anxious  to  draw  attention  to  a  few  interesting 
statistical  items.  During  the  5  years,  1895 — 1899,  the  Birth 
Rate  was  25.5,  and  the  Death  Rate  14.7  per  1,000  living.  For 
the  5  years  1920—1924  the  same  rates  were  16.3  and  10.8. 
In  1925  there  is  a  Birth  Rate  of  14.9  and  a  Mortality  Rate  of 
10.9.  The  fatal  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  steadily  decreased 
since  1899,  the  then  rate  being  0.90  per  1,000;  in  1925  the 
figure  is  0.45  per  1,000.  It  is  with  regard'  to  the  reduction  in 
the  infantile  death-rate  that  the  figures  present  a  pleasing 
picture.  During  the  five  years  ending  1899  the  demises  under 
one  year  of  age  produced  a  Mortality  Rate  of  126  per  1,000 
registered  births,  whereas  in  the  quinquenial  period  terminat¬ 
ing  1924  this  rate  had  fallen  to  70  and’  for  the  year  under  re¬ 
view  there  was  a  further  reduction  to  63  per  1,000  registered 
births,  although  in  the  preceding  year  this  rate  was  only  56, 
and  this  figure  I  consider  too  high  for  a  rural  district..  I  am 
here  justified  in  pointing  out  that  there  are  several  townships 
within  the  Preston  Rural  Area  that  are  year  by  year  rapidly  be¬ 
coming  semi-urban;  Penwoitham  is  developing  its  urban 
characteristics;  parts  of  Farington,  Ashton,  Ingol,  Broughton 
and  Barton  are  all  following  in  this  direction.  Building  opera¬ 
tions  are  in  these  localities  active.  I  estimate  that  some 
eleven  hundred  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
past  6  years  in  this  rural  area,  The  type  of  house  now  in 
favour  is  the  Bungalow— although  more  substantial  resi¬ 
dences  are  going  up.  This  is  specially  noticeable  in 
Broughton. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  years  1925  would  have  been  quite  satisfactory  had 
not  a  rather  serious  milk-conveyed  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred.  This  introduced  over  30  cases  of  this  disease. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  milk  producing  farms 
have  added  considerably  to  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  more  particularly  to  that  of  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spectors;  nearly  500  farms  carry  on  milk  production  and  dis¬ 
tribution.  A  detail  cf  the  work  accomplished  will  be  found 
in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  (attached). 

Water  Supply. 

The  extension  of  water  mams  is  an  important  feature  of 
the  year’s  work.  The  completion  of  the  Tea  Water  Supply, 
/includes  nearly  8  miles  oif  mainsj.  The  scheme  is  quite 
satisfactory.  The  laying  of  a  large  12m.  service  main  from 
the  Preston  Borough  Boundary  to  the  bottom  of  Penwortham 
Hill,  and  other  extensions  and  improvements  will  be  dealt  with 
further  on  in  the  Report. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Your  Surveyor  presents  a  very  full  statement  which  em¬ 
braces  a  description  of  these  works. 

His  report  deals  with  Water  Supply,  Sewage  Disposal, 
and  Roads. 

Urban  Powers  have  been  obtained  to  construct  certain 
streets  in  Penwortham. 

The  completion  of  the  Sewering  and  disposing  of  the 
sewage  of  the  remaining  portion  of  Penwortham  township. 

Eight  Parochial  Committees  now  function,  Ashton 
Iugol,  Lea  and  Cottam  being  an  addition  during  1925. 

New  Building  Bye-laws  were  confirmed  bv  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  30th  July! 

The  review  of  the  past  5  years  will  indicate  steady 
progress  but  I  am  of  opinion  this  progress  might  have  been 
more  extended.  Legislation  and  orders  provide  an  unlimited 
field  for  work  and  energy  the  difficulty  is  to  compete  with  ah 
that  is  to  be  done.  Even  with  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  it  is 
not  possible  to  quite  efficiently  work  in  all  respects  such  an 
area  as  this  seeing  that  much  of  one  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time 
is  taken  up  with  the  duties  of  Building  Inspector. 

9 he  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  indicates  the 
carrying  out  of  much  useful  work  and  your  Surveyor  presents 
a  statement  of  considerable  interest  dealing  with  several 
Sewage  Works  water  supplies  and  Roads.  Their  reports  are 
attached. 


The  future  indicates  marked  sanitary  advancement  and 
all  Local  Authorities  must  shape  their  course  so  as  to  meet 
demands  when  these  are  made.  The  national  uplifting  of  the 
population  cannot  stand  still.  The  Rural  Area  has  done  well 
but  much  remains  which  must  be  undertaken.  I  have  now 
served  this  authority  for  47  years  in  the  capacity  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  during  these  long  years  I  think  I  can 
say  with  great  truth  and  gratitude  that  I  have  received  at  all 
times  great  courtesy,  kindness  and  consideration  from  ail 
those  associated  with  this  Council.  In  return,  I  have  tried 
to  discharge  my  duties  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  J.  TRIMBLE, 

May,  192G.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1. — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  acres  .  53,000 

Population — Census,  1921  .  22,995 

Estimated,  1925  .  24,400 


♦ 

This  district  has  an  extent  of  approximately  15  miles 
from  East  to  West  and  11  miles  from  North  to  South  and 
surrounds  almost  completely  the  districts  of  Preston,  Ful- 
wood  and  Longridge. 

The  surface  is  low  lying  in  the  Western  portions  being 
very  little  above  sea  level  (particularly  at  Hoole,  Long  ton  and 
Howick)  it  rises  towards  the  North-East,  frequently  reaching 
300  to  400  feet  above  sea  level  with  hills  to  a  still  greater 
elevation. 

The  whole  area  is  traversed  by  numerous  streams  most 
of  which  run  westwards  as  tributaries  to>  the  rivers  Ribble  and 
Wyre;  in  the  North-Eastern  portions  of  the  area  the  streams 
run  mainly  eastwards  or  southwards  as  tributaries  to  the 
Hcdder  and  Ribble. 

dhe  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  glacial  drift 
clays,  gravel  and  sands  with  erratics  and’  ice  scored  fragments 
of  rock.  Below  the  glacial  drift  lie  the  Triassic  Beds  except¬ 
ing  towards  the  North  Eastern  extremities  of  the  district 
where  are  carboniferous  limestones  and  millstone  grits. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  .  4701 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  4757 

Rateable  value  .  £170,763 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £711  10  3 
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Some  of  the  townships  are  becoming  residential  in  the 
sense  that  business  people  from  Preston  are  buying;  or  build¬ 
ing  themselves  houses  of  varying  sizes  so  as  to  live  in  the 
country  and  yet  be  close  to  their  work.  The  present  tendency 
is  to  get  out  of  the  towns  and  live  in  the  country,  especially 
where  such  amenities  as  electric  light  and  constant  water 
supply  are  available  outside  such  residential  areas  the  chief 
occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  cotton  operatives,  farmers 
(mostly  milk  producers)  and  market  gardeners,  poultry  reai- 
ing  and  egg  production  appear  to  occupy  the  attention  of  a 
considerable  number  of  people. 

The  influences  of  these  occupations  on  the  public  health 
need  few  remarks  from  me.  Farming  and  outdoor  work  are 
productive  of  good  health.  Our  farmers  and  their  families 
are  outstanding  examples  of  their  environment.  Cotton  mills 
are  placed  at  Farmgton,  Penwortham,  Ribchester,  and 
Walmer  Bridge.  The  conditions  under  which  those  engaged 
as  cotton  mill  workers  have,  during  the  past  few  years, 
altered  for  the  better  in  many  ways.  Shorter  hours  of  work, 
cooking  arrangements,  dining  rooms,  baths  (in  some  mills; 
and  improved  atmospheric  conditions  in  all  departments.  The 
sanitarv  arrangements  in  most  factories  have  received  con¬ 
siderable  attention.  These  are  some  of  the  effected  altera¬ 
tions  which  have  undoubtedly  made  the  working  hours  of  the 
cotton  worker  healthier  and  happier. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Births  in  1925  ... 

365 

184 

•  •  • 

181 

Deaths  in  1925  ... 

266 

138 

•  .  . 

128 

Per 

i,ooo  of  Population. 

Rate  of 

Deaths 

Death-rate  from  under  i 

Birth- 

Death- 

Tuberculosis 

year  to 

rate. 

rate. 

of  Respirator}1 

'  1,000 

System. 

Births. 

Mean  of  5  years — 

1895-1899  . 

jLi  f  )  fj 

14-7 

0-90 

126 

1900-1904  . 

26-0 

15-4 

0-62 

127 

1905-1909  . 

26-0 

14-2 

0-82 

99 

1910-1914  . 

2T6 

12-9 

0-70 

90 

1915-1919  . 

16-0 

14-0 

0-80 

75 

1920-1924  . 

16-3 

10-8 

0-55 

70 

Year — 1924  . 

13-9 

9-6 

0-33 

56 

1925  . 

14-9 

10-9* 

0-45 

63 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1925 

on — - 

Mean  of  5  years,  1 920-24 

—  1-4 

+0T 

-0-10 

-  / 

Previous  vear . 

+  1-0 

+  1*3 

+012 

+  7 

*  Standardising  factor,  -951  ;  corrected  death-rate  =  103  per  1,000. 


7 


Births. 


The  statistics  with  regard  to  both  births  and  deaths 
have  again  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  through 
the  County  Public  Health  Department.  The  number  of 
births  and  deaths  referred  to  in  this  report  are  those  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  calendar  year,  corrected  for  “inward”  and 
“outward”  transfers. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General,  the  total  births 
registered  in  or  belonging  to  the  Rural  area  during  the  year 
1925  numbered  365  (males  184,  females  181)  an  increase  of 
30  births  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  of  24,400  corresponds  to  14.9  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  Last  year  the  rate  was  13.9  and 
15.9  in  1923. 

The  tabulated  statement  on  page  6  gives  the  Rural 
District  birth-rates  for  the  past  30  years  in  quinquennial 
periods,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  this  rate  has  fallen  during 
that  period  from  approximately  26  per  1,000  births  to  less 
than  15  per  1,000  births 

The  provisional  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1925  was  18.3  per  1,000. 


Deaths. 

The  Registrar-General  reports  that  the  net  deaths 
actually  belonging  to  the  Preston  Rural  District  for  the  year 
1925  were  266  (males  138,  females  128).  This  total  includes 
40  deaths  known  as  “inward  transfers,”  i.e.  of  persons  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Rural  District  who  died  outside  the  District, 
and  is  exclusive  of  169  deaths  (mainly  in  the  Whiltingharn 
Mental  Hospital  and  Ribchester  Workhouse)  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  Rural  District.  Last  year  the  corrected 
number  of  deaths  was  231,  239  in  1923,  and  279  in  1922. 
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The  following  tabulated  statement  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  analyses  the  causes  of  death,  distinguish¬ 
ing  males  and  females: — - 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males . 

Females. 

All  Causes 

138 

128 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

1 

•  .  . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

7 

4 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

11 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

Cerebral  hsemorrhage,  &c . 

6 

13 

Heart  disease  ... 

21 

25 

Arterio -sclerosis 

6 

2 

Bronchitis 

12 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

... 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 

•  •  • 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

3 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

«  •  • 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

1 

4 

Congenital  debility  &  malformation. 

premature  birth 

6 

5 

Suicide  ... 

3 

•  •  • 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

5 

4 

Other  defined  diseases 

24 

27 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

6 

5 

Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  vear 

%y 

17 

6 

Total  Births 

184 

181 

Legitimate 

182 

175 

Illegitimate 

2 

6 

Population 

24,400 
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The  death-rate  of  the  Rural  District,  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  of  24,400  corresponds  to  10.9  per  1,00(> 
against  a  rate  of  9.G  last  year,  10.1  in  1923,  11.9  in  1922,  and 
10.0  in  1921. 

The  general  death-rate  for  the  30  years,  1895 — 1924, 
grouped  in  periods  of  5  years,  is  shown  on  page  0. 

The  Registrar-General  for  the  year  1925  has  supplied  a 
standardising  factor  for  the  calculation  of  the  “corrected” 
death  rate.  The  factor  for  this  year  for  the  Rural  district  is 
.951,  this  gives  a  “corrected”  death-rate  of  10.3  per  1,000 

The  provisional  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  in  1925  was  12.2  per  1.000  of  the  estimated  population. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  Male  and 

% 

Female  deaths  in  the  four  sub-districts  :  — 


Sub-District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Walton 

9 

4 

13 

3 

3 

6 

Alston 

15 

21 

36 

9 

13 

22 

Longton 

82 

83 

165 

79 

77 

156 

Broughton  ... 

Other  Births — 

48 

66 

114 

47 

35 

82 

Inward  Transfers 

* 

30 

7 

37 

. . . 

Whole  District. 

184 

181 

365 

138 

128 

266 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  local  Registrar’s 
monthly  returns,  duly  corrected  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  shows  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered 
in  each  township  during  the  year  1925,  distinguishing  males 
and  females,  and  for  comparison,  the  totals  of  the  four  pre¬ 
ceding  years  are  also  given. 


++ 
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Births 

during  1925. 

Heaths 
during  1925. 

Townships. 

Males . 

Females. 

Totals. 

- . — — — 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals . 

Farington 

21 

24 

45 

19 

16 

35 

Longton 

24 

18 

42 

20 

28 

48 

Much  Hoolo  ... 

2 

5 

7 

6 

3 

9 

Little  Hoole  ... 

2 

5 

7 

2 

3 

5 

Hutton 

5 

5 

10 

3 

4 

7 

Howick 

1 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Pen wortham  ... 

27 

25 

52 

27 

23 

50 

Samlesbury  ... 

8 

3 

11 

3 

O 

O 

6 

Cuerclale 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

Lea,  Ashton,  Ingol  &  Cottam 

12 

13 

25 

7 

9 

16 

Goosnargh 

10 

11 

21 

12 

5 

17 

Broughton 

4 

10 

14 

4 

0 

w 

6 

Barton 

3 

6 

9 

5 

4 

9 

Haighton 

2 

2 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Woodplumpton 

12 

11 

23 

6 

6 

12 

* Whittingham 

5 

13 

18 

11 

9 

20 

t  Ribchester 

12 

12 

24 

9 

5 

14 

Hutton 

,  ,  , 

2 

0 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

Hothersall 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Grimsargh  &  Brockholes 

1 

3 

4 

•  •  . 

4 

4 

Elston  &  Ribbleton  ... 

2 

3 

5 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Other  births—- 

including  inward  trans¬ 
fers,  Townships  not  stated 

30 

7 

37 

... 

... 

«  •  • 

11925  Totals . 

184 

181 

365 

138 

128 

266 

1924  „  . 

168 

167 

335 

112 

119 

231 

1923  ,,  . 

202 

171 

373 

123 

116 

239 

1922  „  . 

158 

152 

310 

139 

140 

279 

1921  „  . 

187 

179 

366 

119 

1.14 

233 

*  Excluding  deaths  in  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  District. 

f  Excluding  deaths  in  Ribchester  Workhouse  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  District. 

Excluding  169  deaths  (mainly  in  the  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital 
and  Ribchester  Workhouse)  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Rural 
District,  and  including  40  deaths  which  took  place  outside  the 
District  among  persons  belonging  thereto. 


11 


Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 


Eleven  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  of 
the  Respiratory  System  (Phthisis)  males  7,  females  4,  corre¬ 
sponding  to  a  death-rate  of  0.45  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Last  year  this  rate  was  0.33, 
0.31  in  1921. 


0.72  m  1923,  0.81  in 


1  Q99 

t  '/‘V  . 


and 


On  page  G  the  death  rate  from  phthisis  for  the  past 
30  years  is  shown  in  quinquennial  periods,  and  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  death-rate  for  the  year  under  report  is  exactly  one- 
half  the  average  rate  of  30  years  ago. 


Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Influenza. 

Bronchitis  in  1925  gave  rise  to  24  deaths  against  22  last 
year  and  15  in  1923. 

Pneumonia  caused  18  deaths  against  16  deaths  in  1924 
and  1923. 

Influenza  was  the  cause  of  6  deaths  as  compared  with 
12  deaths  in  the  year  1924. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  1  year  numbered 
23  (males  17,  females  6);  in  1924  the  infant  deaths  numbered 
19,  25  in  1923,  27  in  1922,  and  23  in  1921. 

The  mortality  rate  calculated  per  1,000  births  was  63  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  56  per  1,000  births  in  1924,  67  in  1923, 
87  in  1922  and  62  in  1921.  On  page  6  is  shown  the  infant 
death-rate  for  the  past  30  years,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  30 
years  ago  the  infant  death-rate  of  the  Rural  District  averaged 
126  per  1,000  births  whilst  the  rate  for  year  under  report  is 
only  63  per  1,000,  a  reduction  of  one  half. 
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The  infant  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  for  1925  was  75. 


The  following  table  analyses  the  causes  of  death  of 
infants  at  stated  age  periods. 


Causes  of  Death. 

CD 

O 

£ 

5 

T  o 
d 

P 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

4  weeks — 

3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

9-12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  one  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

Enteritis  &  Gastritis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

Meningitis  (not  tuber- 

culous) 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

•  •  4 

1 

Convulsions 

. . . 

2 

•  .  4 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

j. 

3 

Premature  Birth 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

Atrophy.  Debility  and 

Marasmus 

2 

I 

*  *  * 

. . . 

1 

•  .  . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

Other  causes 

0 

Jimj 

1 

*  *  * 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

5 

Totals  ... 

6 

5 

2 

1 

3 

0 

JmJ 

4 

23 

Net  Births  [legitimate  357  } 
in  the  year  yUegitimate  gj 


Net  Deaths 
in  the  year 


|  legitimate  infants 
(^illegitimate  infants 


Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  sum  of  T577  15s.  has  been  distributed  in  Poor  Law 
Relief.  The  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  is  available  and  con¬ 
siderably  used'.  Outside  this  there  is  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Service.  Apart  from  some  outbreaks  of  infections  no  in¬ 
stances  of  general  sickness  or  invalidity  are  specially  to  be 
noted. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  immediate  Isolation  of 
Small  Pox.  The  joint  scheme  provides  the  Hospital  at 
his  wick  with  12  beds,  which  are  available  as  may  be  called  for 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  combined  districts.  For  other  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  there  is  a  further  Joint  Hospital  siluated  at 
Fulwood'  in  which  there  are  30  beds.  These  are  taken  into 
use  as  circumstances  demand  by  each  or  any  of  the  combined 
districts.  Neither  of  these  Hospitals  are  situated  within  this 
rural  area.  A  further  expansion  can  provide  6  Diphtheria  and 
4  Typhoid  beds. 

Tuberculosis  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  are  provided  under 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  Scheme  and’  are  available  to 
all  those  afflicted  with  Tuberculosis,  both  adults  and  children. 
There  are  no  general  hospitals  for  children  or  maternity 
cases. 

No  provision  is  made  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children,  apart  frbm  the  Poor  Law 
Institution. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Joint  Hospitals  provide  -Motor  Ambulances  (one 
each) . 

Two  Motor  Ambulances  are  stationed  in  Preston.  They 
serve  the  whole  area. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Day  Nurseries, 
School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  and  Treatment 
Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases  are  all  provided)  by  the  County 
Council.  At  Leyland  there  is  a  Day  Nursery  and  Clinic. 
I  his  serves  the  Farington  area.  The  Tuberculosis  Dispen¬ 
sary  at  Preston  embraces  all  the  district  and  so  does  the 
Venereal  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  number  of  visits  in  1925  by  County  Child  Welfare 
Nurses  in  the  Preston  Rural  District  are  here  given,  together 
with  a  short  description  cf  the  scope  of  the  After-Care  Centre 
at  Leyland. 

Home  Visits 

(Infants  under  1  year), 


No.  of  1st  Visits  .  187 

No.  of  Re-visits  .  8 Id 


100 
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(Children  1-5  years  of  age), 

No.  of  Visits  . . . . 

Ante-Natal  Work  (Expectant  Mothers) 

No.  of  1st  Visits  .  17 

No.  of  Re-visits  .  11 

Other  Matters. 

Special  Visits  to  other  children  .  2 

Visits  re  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  3 

Reports  to  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Re.  Insanitary  Conditions  .  3 


An  After-Care  Centre  has  been  established  at  the  Ley- 
land  .School  Clinic  in  connection  with  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  Scheme  for  dealing  with  Crippled  Children. 

This  Centre  is  visited  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  Wed¬ 
nesday  of  each  month  by  a  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
and  on  Lriday  afternon  of  each  week  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Nurse. 

Children  are  examined  by  the  Consultant  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  and  recommended  treatment  at  the  Centre  or,  in 
those  cases  requiring  operation,  at  An  coats  Hospital,  Man¬ 
chester,  or  the  Ethel  Hedlev  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Winder- 
mere. 

The  Centre  is  available  for  all  children  resident  in  the 
County  Area  from  birth  to  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— Charles  J.  Trimble. 

Salary  as  M.O.H.  at  31/12 /I 925, — >£200. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer? — Whole  time  to  public 
appointments. 

Any  ©their  public  appointments  held  by  (him  --M.OH. 

Eulwood  and'  Walton-le-Dale  U.D.C.’s  and  other  public 
appointments. 

Sanitary  Inspector- — Thos  Ashcroft,  Senr. 

Salary  /including  Bonus)  as  Inspector  at  31/12/1925- 

£324 . 

Part-time  Officer? — What  other  appointments  does  he 
hold  ?— Building  Inspector. 

2nd  Sanitary  Inspector- — Thos  Ashcroft,  Junr. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  at  31/12/1925, — £230. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer? — Whole  time. 
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Any  Specialised  Inspectors)  (e.g.  Food  Inspector)— None. 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and 
Special  Nurses;  if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  diplomas 
or  certificates,  or  qualifications,  and  any  other  public 
offices  held  by  them  ? — No. 

No  arrangements  are  made  for  Professional  Nursing  in 
the  home  by  the  Authority.  There  is  a  District  Nurse  at 
Broughton  provided  locally  and  paid  by  public  subscription. 
This  Nurse  undertakes  midwifery  cases.  There  are  6  mid¬ 
wives  on  the  County  Council  Register  and  these  six  women 
are  in  practice.  This  number,  m  my  opinion,  does  not  give 
a  very  sufficient  service  but  the  position  is  assisted  by  some 
of  the  midwives  registered  in  Preston  Borough  undertaking 
work  in  the  adjacent  rural  areas.  No  subsidy  is  given  by  the 
Local  Authority  to  practising  midwives. 

The  after-named  adoptive  Acts  came  into  operation  on 
the  dates  given: — - 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Came  into 
force  31st  March,  1914. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  I,  III, 
and  IV.  Came  into  force  16th  May,  1893. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907: 

Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22  and  33,  comprised  in 

Part  II. 

Sections  34  to  46,  48,  49,  50,  comprised  in  Part  III. 

Sections  52  to  67,  comprised  in  Part  IV. 

Part  V.  and  Sections  93  and  95,  comprised  in  Part  X 

Came  into  force  22nd  December,  1913. 

Chicken  Pox  is  also  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1899. 

The  following  Bye-laws  are  in  operation: — 

(a)  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  30/7/25. 

(b)  Nuisances,  24/12/1396. 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  4/10/1896. 
Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies,  etc.,  4/10/1896. 

(d)  Common  Lodging  Houses,  26/10/1896. 

(e)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops,  12/1/1897. 

(f)  Slaughter  Houses,  21/11/1896. 

These  Bye-laws  are  in  use  and  the  Council  has  appointed 
a  Committee  to-  revise  these  so  as  to  bring  them  up-to-date. 

I  drew  attention,  in  my  report  for  1924,  to  the  investing 
of  the  Preston  Rural  District  Council  with  Urban  Powers 
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under  Section  1T1  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  incorporating  the 
provisions  of  Sections  32  and  33  of  the  Town  Police  Clauses 
Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  fires,  in  seven  contributory  places 
or  townships  South  of  the  Rabble.  This  was  promulgated  by 
an  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  cited  as  the  Preston 
(Urban  Powers)  Order,  1924.  This  Order  came  into  force  on 
12th  January,  1925. 

Statutes  and  Regulations  in  1925, 

(1)  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(3)  Town  Planning  Act,  1935. 

(4)  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925. 

(5)  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

(6)  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925. 

(?)  Public  Health  ('Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food),  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925. 

(8  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations  1925. 

There  has  been  no  co-operation  between  this  authority 
and  Medical  and  Ancilliary  Services  of  the  National  Health 
Insurance  or  other  agencies. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District, 

Water  Supplies — 

The  area  may  now  be  considered  well  situated  with  re¬ 
gard  to  a  constant  water  supply.  All  the  townships  South 
of  the  Ribble  are  dealt  with  from  Preston  Borough  and 
Thirlmere-Manchester  water.  The  pressure  in  the  mains  of 
the  Preston  supply  has  been  considerably  increased  by  the 
laying  of  the  12-inch  main  before-mentioned:  A  table  here 
given  shows  the  satisfactory  distribution  of  this  water  scheme- 


Township. 

Houses 

supplied. 

No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses. 

Pen  wortham 

1194 

1200 

Howick 

36 

41 

Hutton 

204 

232 

Longton 

705 

735 

Much  Hoole 

163 

170 

Little  Hoole 

152 

157 

Farington  *... 

617 

630 

Lea  Water  Supply — 


This  undertaking  is  now  complete.  Nearly  8  miles  of 
mams  have  been  put  down  and  up  to  the  end  of  1925  88 
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houses  and  22  farms  have  had  water  laid  on.  Some  houses 
on  Ashton  Bank  and  Blackpool  Road,  formerly  supplied  by 
Preston,  were  taken  over  and  served  from  the  new  mams  from 
1st  April,  1925.  The  want  of  a  constant  water  supply  in  these 
parishes  has  been  acute,  and  m  dry  weather  the  inconvenience 
suffered  by  the  inhabitants  was  more  than  considerable  and, 
from  a  public  health  aspect,  surrounded  by  many  risks;  a 
very  much-needed  want  has  been  supplied. 

Samlesbury,  Cuerdale,  Ribchester  and  Hothersall. 

The  first-named  townships  obtain  water  from  the  Thirl- 
mere  supply  of  the  Manchester  Corporation.  Ribchester  and 
Hothersall  have  a  supply  from  the  Preston  upland  gathering 
grounds.  In  the  townships  North  of  the  Ribble  the  Fulwood 
Urban  District  Council  supply  a  considerable  number  of 
houses.  The  Preston  main  alsa  meets  the  wants  of  some 
dwellings.  The  tabular  statements  here  given  explain  the 
situation  as  to  the  number  of  premises  supplied,  together  with 
the  actual  number  of  dwellings  in  each  township. 


Samlesbury  and  Cuerdale,  1925. 


Townships. 

Gross  No.  of 
Houses  in 
Township. 

Gross  No. 
of  Farms. 

Houses 
supplied 
with  water. 

Farms 

supplied. 

Samlesbury 

148 

72 

140 

59 

Cuerdale 

3 

7 

1 

4 

Outside  these  figures  5  public  houses,  2  schools,  1 
chapel,  1  sewage  works,  2  paper  mills,  2  large  residences, 
1  memorial  hall,  1  sweet  shop  receive  supplies. 


Ribchester  and  Hothersall. 
Supply  from  Preston  Corporation. 


Townships. 

Number  of  premises. 

Houses  and  Farms 
supplied  with  water. 

Farms. 

Other 

Houses. 

•  Farms. 

Other 

Houses. 

Ribchester  ... 

58 

291 

40 

248 

Hothersall  ... 

20 

14 

11 

6 

Total  ... 

78 

305 

51 

254 

Other  connections,  9  clubs,  schools,  etc.,  9  watering 
troughs,  2  garages. 
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Townships  North  of  the  Ribble. 

Supply  from  Fulwcod  Urban  District  Council 
and  Preston  Corporation  Water. 


Townships. 

Houses 

supplied, 

1925. 

Number  of 
Houses  in 
Township, 
1925. 

Barton 

76 

136 

Broughton 

250 

280 

Goosnargh 

47 

241 

Grimsargh 

87 

114 

Lea,  Ashton,  Ingol  and  Cottam 

233 

306 

* Whittingham 

217 

267 

Haighton  ... 

50 

57 

Elston 

3 

10 

Ribbleton 

o 

o 

16 

*  This  does  not  include  Whittingham  Mental  Hospital. 


In  Whittingham  some  90  houses  and  farms  have  water 
from  Preston  mains  and  in  addition  the  Mental  Hospital 
cottages,  10  in  number,  obtain  water  from  the  Mental 
Hospital,  thus  indirectly  from  th/e  Fulwood  supply  to  the 
Mental  Hospital.  Approximately  there  are  only  50  houses 
in  Whittingham  without  a  constant  water  service.  In  Barton 
there  are  8  additional  premises  supplied  through  meter. 

Water  supply  extension  is  rapidly  advancing,  but  it  ’s 
quite  obvious  that  in  some  townships  it  will  be  quite  impos¬ 
sible  to  make  the)  supply  of  water  general.  I  have  before  my 
mind,  when  I  make  this  statement,  an  area  like  Goosnargh 
with  its  scattered  farms  and  cottages.  In  these  instances 
well  water  and  supplies  from  field  pits  must  be  relied  on. 
The  general  supply  is  directly  laid  on  to  each  house.  There 
are  no  sources  of  contamination  to  be  met,  nor  have  any  of 
the  waters  a,  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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Extensions  of  water  mains  in  the  Preston  Rural 
District  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925 


No.  of 
Yards. 

Size  of 
Pipe. 

Name  of  Road. 

84 

»>// 

O 

New  Road,  off  Pear  Tree  Brow,  Penwortham. 

180 

Q  " 

o 

Carlisle  Avenue,  Penwortham. 

30 

3" 

Parklands  Avenue,  Penwortham. 

412 

12" 

Liverpool  Road,  Penwortham. 

123 

3" 

Belgrave  Avenue,  off  Cop  Lane,  Penwortham. 

189 

3" 

High  field  Road,  Penwortham. 

110 

Jmj 

Ley  land  Road,  Penwortham. 

21 

4" 

Green  Drive,  Penwortham. 

129 

4" 

Crookings  Lane,  Penwortham. 

1278 

Total  length  laid  down  in  Penwortham. 

36 

3" 

Liverpool  Road,  Hutton. 

66 

3" 

Park  Avenue,  off  Chapel  Lane,  Longton. 

522 

O" 

o 

Church  Lane,  Farington 

150 

9" 

Seed  House  Farm,  Samlesbury. 

192 

O" 

O 

Blackburn  Road,  Samlesbury . 

342 

Total  length  laid  down  in  Samlesbury. 

84 

9" 

Lea  Road,  Lea. 

81 

3" 

Blackpool  Road,  Lea. 

165 

Total  length  in  Lea. 

42 

3" 

Garstang  Road,  Barton. 

Streams  and  Rivers. 

The  River  Ribble  touches  the  townships  of  Guerdale 
and  Samlesbury.  There  are  several  other  minor  streams. 
One  or  two  of  these  are  more  or  less  polluted  where  they  run 
through  the  densely  populated  areas;  away  from  these  areas 
the  streams  are  clean.  The  source  of  pollution  is  mostly 
house  sewage.  The  scheme  for  sewering  the  remainder  of 
Penwortham  will  dispose  of  the  fouling  of  at  least  one  stream. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  and 
Works  at  Penwortham,  Larington,  Grimsargh  and  Ribchestcr. 
The  Surveyor,  in  his  report  gives  details  as  to  the  methods  of 
treating  the  sewage  at  each  of  these  works.  ^  It  is  unneces- 
sarv  for  me  to  repeat  this  information.  The  Penwortham 
unit  is  being  expanded  to  meet  the  increased  volume  ofsewage 
which  will  require  treatment  when  the  proposed  new  sewers 
are  constructed.  It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  18th 
September,  1925,  P.  M.  Cmssthwaite,  Esq..  M  Inst.C.E.,  an 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  held  an  Inquiry  relative  to 
the  borrowing  of  £29,600  for  works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  for  the  township  of  Penwortham.  Sanction  to 
borrow  £30,500  has  been  obtained,  and  Mr.  H.  Heaton,  the 
Engineer,  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  the  work  forthwith. 

The  successful  contractors  were  Messrs.  R.  Shorrock  and 
Son,  of  Darwen,  and  the  work  was  commenced  at  the  Outfall 
Works  in  January  last.  It  is  intended  to  duplicate  the  present 
tanks  and  filters  and  lay  new  sewers  along  Oop  Lane,  Pope 
Lane,  Broad  Oak  Lane,  Liverpool  Road  to  the  Howick 
boundary.  The  existing  sewer  in  Leyland  Road  from  Middle - 
forth  Green  to  the  New  Bridge  is  to  be  taken  up  and  re-laid 
with  cast  iron  pipes. 

In  reviewing  the  needs  of  the  district  relative  to  sewer¬ 
ing,  my  annual  reports  for  some  years  past  are  quite  explicit 
I  have  dealt  with  the  southern  townships.  The  requirements 
of  Penwortham  wall  in  the  near  future  be  met;  regarding 
Longton  and  Little  Hoole  the  position  has  not  altered  except 
in  so  far  as  more  houses  have  been  built  and  this  fact  only 
accentuates  the  need  of  the  scientific  handling  of  the  question 
of  sewering  and  treating  the  sewage  of  this  locality.  In 
dealing  with  this  matter  the  necessity  of  including  the  town¬ 
ships  of  Hutton  and  Howick  must  be  seriously  considered 
The  figures  at  my  disposal  tell  me  that  162  dwelling  houses 
have  been  built  in  the  5  years  1921-1925  and  it  appears  that 
further  activity  in  this  direction  may  be  expected  in  these 
areas.  There  is  everything  to  encourage  residential  develop¬ 
ment.  From  a  health  point-of-view,  the  situation  is  most  ex¬ 
cellent.  Frequent  train  and  ’bus  services,  water  supply, 
with  electric  light  in  the  near  future,  are  some  of  the  con¬ 
veniences  which  enable  Preston  people,  who-  are  in  business, 
to  enjoy  a  country  life  with  practically  all  the  advantages  of 
a  large  town.  Quite  apart  from  the  health  aspect,  is  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  encourage  and  stimulate 
the  development  of  an  area  such  as  the  one  under  review  by 
providing  a  reasonable  sanitary  situation.  As  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I  ask  that  this  matter  may  receive  early 
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consideration.  For  many  years  past  all  new  houses  not 
directly  connected  with  main  sewers  have  been  provided  with 
septic-tanks.  As  many  of  these  houses  have  W.C.’s,  these 
tanks  have,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  modified  the 
nuisance  which  otherwise  would  have  been  created  through 
turning  crude  sewage  into  open  ditches. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximately  there  remained  at  the  end  of  1925: — 


Privy  middens  . 2655. 

Pail  closets  . 1243, 

Fresh  water  closets . 1363. 

Waste  water  closets  . 425. 

Closets  attached  to  privy  middens . 2655. 

Movable  ash  bins . 2511. 


These  figures  do  not  reveal  a  particularly  good  situation 
but  it  is  one  very  difficult  to  get  under  control  in  a  rural  area. 
Farms  and  isolated  groups  of  cottages  still  have  the  conser¬ 
vancy  system.  However,  I  look  forward  to*  a  substantial 
improvement  in  the  near  future,  undoubtedly  when  the  Pen- 
wortham  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  is  com¬ 
pleted.  Then  an  advance  can  be  made  to  abolish  the  old- 
fashioned  privy  midden  within  this  area.  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittees  could  assist  by  encouraging  property  owners  to 
adopt  water  carriage  to>  replace  the  existing  privy  middens 
and  pail  closets.  It  must  further  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
great  majority  of  new  house  property  have  fresh  water  closets 
installed.  It  would  appear  that  during  the  five  years  1921- 
1925  4  privies  were  converted  to  water  carriage,  152  pail 
closets  were  put  on  water  carriage,  and  148  movable  ash  bins 
were  substituted  for  fixed  ash  pits. 

Scavenging. 

There  are  now  eight  Parochial  Committees  constituted 
in  the  townships  of  Penwortham,  Hutton,  Longton,  Little 
Hoole,  Fanngton,  Grimsargh,  Lea,  Ashton,  Ingol,  and 
(Attain,  and  Whittingham.  The  duties  assigned  to  these 
Committees  are: — 

(a)  The  removal  of  house  refuse  from  premises. 

(b)  The  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies  and  ashpits, 
and  cesspools  and  generally  scavenging  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  with  one  exception  these  Committees  con¬ 
tract  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the 
cleansing  of  closets  and  ashpits. 
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In  some  areas  this  contract  system  is  satisfactory  but 
in  others  complaints  are  not  unusual.  Penwortham  employs 
its  own  scavengers  and  transport  and  even  with  this  service 
the  growth  of  the  township  has  stiained  its  scavenging  re¬ 
sources.  I  before  advocated  a  combined  scavenging  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  several  Parochial  Committees  South  of  the 
Ribble.  A  couple  of  motor  wagons,  suitably  equipped 
with  the  needful  number  of  scavengers,  would  deal  with  the 
whole  area.  At  present  tips  are  used  for  house  and  ashpit 
refuse;  the  contents  of  pails  are  used  as  manure.  Undoubtedly 
Parochial  Committees  have  proved  useful,  but  to  attain  their 
full  value  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  they  must  be  effi¬ 
cient,  in  justice  to  the  Rural  District  Council,  whose  agents 
these  Parochial  Committees  are.  Failing  a  combination  of 
Committees  on  legal  or  other  grounds  then,  I  think  the  Rural 
District  Council  might  consider  the  acceptance  of  this  re¬ 
sponsibility.  The  Census  returns  gave  the  population  of  the 
townships  South  of  the  Ribble  as  10,751,  with  some  2,655 
residences. 


Sansitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  visited  many  of  the  townships. 
I  am  always  ready  to-  accompany  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
when  my  advice  is  needed,  and  in  this  way  I  have  dealt  with 
a  considerable  number  of  instances  where  conditions  required 
rectification,  such  as  the  improvement  of  school  sanitation, 
insanitary  farms,  slaughter  houses,  dilapidated!  buildings, 
water  supplies.  I  have  paid  35  visits  to  schools;  56  farms  were 
inspected  to  investigate  their  suitability  for  milk  production 
and  freedom  from  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  time  has  been  given  to  the  investigation  of  infec- 
tious  outbreaks.  The  visitation  and  examination  of  individual 
children  at  infected  homes  absorbed  time  in  travelling  and 
investigation;  some  175  of  such  visits  have  been  made  by  me. 
As  a  result  of  this  work,  where  nuisances  or  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  existed  notice  would  follow  to  abate  such.  Invariable 
those  orders  were  observed.  Attached  to-  this  Report  will 
be  found  an  exhaustive  statement  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
furnishing  details  of  the  work  accomplished.  It  will  be 
observed  that  inspections  and  re-inspections  numbered  903. 
rhese  covered'  a  varied  field  in  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  the  area.  Outside  this  number,  102  other  visits  have  been 
paid,  of  these  89  being  to  factories  and  workshops.  In  the 
supervision  of  these  9  defects  were  found  and  rectified. 
Reference  is  made  to  Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation, 
Scavenging,  Sanitary  defects,  Bake-houses,  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  schools,  Housing  Acts,  and  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milk  Shops.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to-  the  huge  amount 
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of  work  attached  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk. 
The  primary  inspection  of  each  farm,  issuing  of  licences,  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  defects,  re-mspections  and  after  supervision 
of  500  milk-producing  farms,  distributed  over  53,000  acres, 
is  no  light  undertaking  and  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  milk 
is  one  of  our  very  important  foods  and  as  its  purity  and 
cleanliness  has  such  a  vital  importance  in  regard  to  infant 
and  child  life  every  effort  should  be  made  by  producers,  dis¬ 
tributors,  and  Sanitary  Authorities  to  procure  a  milk  supply 
above  suspicion.  I  ask  that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report 
be  carefully  perused. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  smoke  abatement. 
So  far  as  I  know,  none  is  needed. 

Lodging  Houses,  etc. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses.  At  the  present  tune, 
owing  to  house  shortage,  two-  families  will  live  in  the  same 
house.  This  practice  is  in  evidence  in  the  Middleforth  and 
Tardy  Gate  areas  of  Penwortham.  These  lodgers  are  mostly 
from  Preston,  where  they  can  find  neither  houses  nor  apart¬ 
ments.  As  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  view  these  circum¬ 
stances  as  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  living  close  to  a  large 
town. 

Factories  and  Workshops,  etc. 

As  previously  stated,  there  are:  89.  These  are  inspected! 
and  constantly  supervised. 

Offensive  trades  there  are  none. 

Bake  Houses. 

There  are  12.  All  were  inspected  and  it  is  reported  that 
two  were  improved  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats. 

Seven  boats  were  visited  by  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Thos. 
Ashcroft,  Senr.  In  one  instance  the  Regulations  were  con¬ 
travened’  as  there  was  no  Certificate  of  Registration  on  board. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Thirteen  new  licences  were  issued  for  storing  petrol  and 
G  licences  were  renewed. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  eight  slaughter  houses,  7  registered  and  one 
licensed.  The  last  named  is  a  new  building.  Three  of  the 
others  have  been  brought  up-to-date  to  comply  with  the  Bye¬ 
laws.  The  others  will  follow. 
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Schools. 

There  are  27  Schools.  Some  are  exceedingly  good, 
others  not  so  modern,  but  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  all  are 
satisfactory.  Those  situated  in  (outlying  areas  obtain  a 
water  supply  from  wells,  but  a  considerable  number  (some 
21  schools)  have  a  constant  supply  obtained  from  the  mains 
of  the  local  general  supply.  Only  in  two  instances  have  I 
been  cognizant  of  a  defficiency  in  water  and  in  both  these  in¬ 
stances  improvements  were  effected.  On  inspection  I  found 
the  visited  schools  clean.  I  have  two  faults  to  find  (a)  during 
holidays  the  Schools  are  usually  kept  absolutely  shut  up, 
doors  and  windows  are  closed.  This  is  undoubtedly  wrong; 
opportunity  should  be  taken,  when  the  School  is  out  of  use, 
to  give  the  building  a  long  daily  airing.  A  ‘‘sick”  building 
can  soon  be  restored  by  fresh  air  and  sunshine;  (b)  the  play¬ 
ing  yards  are  generally  unsatisfactory;  gravel  and  cinders  are 
not  the  best  materials  to  cover  the  sufaces  of  a  school  yard. 
In  winter  inequalities  in  these  yards  get  filled  with  water 
and  a  child  delights  to  run  into  puddles  and  thus  obtains  wet 
feet.  In  summer,  during  play-time,  dust  is  raised  from 
the  dry,  pulverised  surface  of  the  yard  and  is  inhaled.  This 
dust  cannot  possibly  be  clean.  I  suggest  that  all  school 
yards  should  be  constructed  of  some  hard  impervious  sub¬ 
stance.  In  these  days  of  tar-macadam  and  cement  the 
obstacle  is  only  in  the  cost.  I  request  that  these  two  points 
have  consideration.  I  am  positive  that  great  benefit  would 
accrue  to  our  school  children  if  much  more  teaching  was 
carried  on  in  the  open-air  when  the  weather  is  suitable 
Physical  training,  as  now  imparted,  is  not  of  great  value. 
Phe  numbers  of  children  under  the  instructor  are  much  too 
large.  These  children  cannot  possibly  have  personal  super¬ 
vision.  The  instructors  vary  greatly.  Some  are  good, 
others  are  not.  The  words  of  command  are  unimpressive  and 
slack  and  must  not  be  military  in  phraseology  and  character. 
I  am  told  that  this  is  the  present-day  method,  the  fear  being 
that  our  children  might  be  turned  into  soldiers.  The  English 
Bowmen  of  Agincourt  and  C'ressy  will  turn  in  their  graves  if 
they  hear  this.  The  Offices  attached  to  schools  are  in  some 
instances  on  water  carriage,  but  the  majority  have  pails, 
rhese  are,  as  a  rule,  kept  clean.  I  have  had  to  call  attention 
to  want  of  proper  scavenging  in  a  few  instances. 

Housing. 

For  report  purposes  this  Rural  District  may  be  divided 
into  two  areas,  North  and  South  of  the  Ribble.  In  these 
areas  similar  conditions  to  some  extent  prevail.  There  are 
more  industrial  workers  in  the  Southern  portion,  as  the  cotton 
jnills  in  Farington,  Pen  worth  am,  and’  Walmer  Bridge  provide 


25 

employment,  supplemented  by  the  factories  at  Lostock  Hall, 
outside  this  Rural  District  but  employing  people  residing 
therein.  Apart  from  the  industrial  side,  the  conditions  under 
which  the  inhabitants  live  do  not  differ.  The  outlying  town¬ 
ships  have  farms  and  cottages;  in  some  places  there  are 
small  villages  or  hamlets.  Further,  there  are  more  preten¬ 
tious  villages,  such  as  Ribchester,  Longton,  Walmer  Bridge. 
The  outlying  county  cottages,  although  in  some  cases  old, 
are  comfortable.  Many  of  these  cottages  are  built  of  stone; 
the  more  modern  ones  of  brick.  The  size  varies,  but  the 
majority  have  a  parlour,  kitchen,  sometimes  a  back  kitchen, 
with  3  bedrooms.  The  smaller  ones  contain  a  living-room, 
back  kitchen,  and  2  bedrooms.  The  general  housing  condi¬ 
tions  are  not  bad;  in  fact,  these  conditions  may  be  rated  as 
good  in  many  parishes.  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  but 
much  of  this  is  produced,  by  individuals  and  families  leaving 
Preston  to  move  into  a  less  congested  district.  Undoubtedlv 
there  is  a  house  shortage.  The  difficulty  appears  most  acute 
in  providing  houses  for  newly-married  couples — Penwortham 
and  Farington  townships  are  the  most  congested.  It  is  to 
be  noted  that  287  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
1925.  The  distribution  is  set  out  in  the  Building  Inspectors’ 
Report.  This  building  activity  is  most  satisfactory,  but  the 
type  of  house  being  built  does  not  meet  the  needs  of  those 
who  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  a  high  rent.  What  is  required 
is  the  building  taf  some  semi-detached  or  groups  of  four 
workmen’s  cottages,  in  two  sizes,  providing  2  bedrooms  in 
one  size  and  three  in  the  other,  ah  with  baths,  and  rented 
according  to  size.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  100  to-  150  of 
these  houses  judiciously  placed  would  meet  all  instances  of 
two  families  occupying  the  same  house.  Practically  none  of 
the  houses  now  being  built  meet  the  above  requirements.  At 
present  this  Rural  District  Council  has  no  building  scheme  in 
view.  In  comparing  the  population  figures  at  the  Census 
and  those  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1925,  I  find  there 
is  a  gain  of  1405,  or  an  average  annual  increase  in  the  popula¬ 
tion  for  each  of  the  four  years  since  1921  of  351.  So  far  as 
one  can  look  into  the  future,  every  indication  points  to  the 
increase  in  the  population  from  year  to  year.  No  case  of 
over-crowding  was  brought  to  my  notice.  I  have  already 
dealt  with  housing  of  two  families  in  one  cottage  house, 
fhe  general  defects  found  were  dampness,  defective  ventila¬ 
tion,  lighting  and  bad  floors.  Mostly  owners  are  respon¬ 
sible  but  improvements  are  effected  on  notice  being  served. 
Careless  tenants  have  been  warned  and  notices  served  co 
clean  dirty  houses.  Housing  defects  are  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  and  unfit  houses  under  the  Housing 
Acts.  Owners  of  property  are  interviewed  and  encouraged 
to  undertake  repairs  and  keep  their  property  in  decent  repair, 
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The  water  supply  of  the  whole  district  is  good'  and  each  year 
brings  extension  of  water  mams  in  all  directions.  The  closet 
accommodation  in  some  areas  is  not  good  or  what  I  should 
like,  but  improved  and  regular  scavenging  is  assisting  to¬ 
wards  a  better  state  of  affairs.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  all  new  houses  have  water  carnage.  The  extension  of 
sewers  will  greatly  assist  conversions  to  water  carriage. 
House  refuse  removal  is  undertaken  bv  the  Eight  Parochial 
Committees.  No  Bye-laws  covering  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds, 
Houses  let  m  Lodgings  exist,  but  these  Bye-laws  are  in  opera¬ 
tion  with  respect  to  House  Construction  and  Common  Lodg¬ 
ing  Houses.  There  are  very _ few  vans  now  being  used  as 
dwelling  houses.  There  are,  I  consider,  no  unhealthy  areas. 
There  are  certain  “spots’*  where  improvements  can  be 
effected.  In  the  case  of  Pen wortham,  a  survey  by  the  Health, 
Department  of  the  County  Council  was  presented  some  time 
since.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  meet  suggested  improve¬ 
ments  and  with  considerable  success.  I  have  in  several  of 
my  annual  reports  drawn  attention  to  the  necessity  and  use¬ 
fulness  of  using  the  ordinary  kitchen  fire  as  a  refuse 
destructor.  General  information  is  always  available  through 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


No.  of  new  houses  erected!  during*  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including*  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ... 

(b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing*  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . , . 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  building 
scheme  . . f 

I  inancial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing*  housing 
accommodation : — • 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — 

(a)  By  loans? — Nil. 

(b)  By  subsidy  ?— Yes.  Number — 192.  Amount  of 

subsidies  — £75  per  house. 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . . . . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . ( 

(3)  No  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . 


287 

192 

Nil. 


;/  t 


24 


8 


27 


(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  (3)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
tit  for  human  habitation  . * . 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  tit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  . . . 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  — Proceeding's  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  tit  after 

service  of  formal  notices: — - 

(a)  -  By  owners — Nil.  (b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners — Nil. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  . < . 

B.  — -^Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts— 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to>  be  remedied  . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners — 219.  (b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defauk 

of  owners — Nil. 

C.  — Proceeding's  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925— 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  . . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . . 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses-  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having- 
been  rendered  tit  . v . 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made . . . 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . r  . 

D.  — No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or 

converted  to  workshops,  etc.  . . . 

*  Refers  only  to  action  taken  in  reference  to  housing 
defects.  Notices  with  regard  to  drainage  and 
other  defects  included  under  Sanitary  Inspections. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

Milk  Supply. 

Under  the  Section,  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area,  I 
dealt  shortly  with  the  question  of  the  milk  of  this  district. 
1  he  Preston  Rural  Area  is  largely  devoted  to  milk  production. 
Nearly  500  mtlk  producing  farms  will  shortljy  be  on  the 
Registers.  The  work  connected  with  this  milk  industry  is 
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very  extensive  ancl  absorbs  much  time,  both  inspectional  and 
clerical.  Inspections,  re-inspections,  and  general  supervision 
in  connection  with  improvements,  issuing  of  licences  and  the 
service  of  notice  to  effect  necessary  repairs. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders  are  all  in 
operation. 

In  regard  to  tuberculous  milk  and  tuberculous  cattle,  I 
have  a  joint  arrangement  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Preston  Borough.  The  areas  I  control  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (Walton-le-Dale,  Fulwood  Urban  Districts,  and 
Preston  Rural)  completely  surround  Preston.  A  very  energetic 
and  close  supervision  is  kept  on  the  milk  supply  coming  into 
Preston.  Samples  of  milk  are  constantly  taken  from  the  dis¬ 
tributing  cares  and'  dlairies  and  submitted  for  test.  When  these 
examinations  are  unsatisfactory  and  the  farm  from  which  the 
milk  came  is  within  the  areas  I  act  for,  I  am  informed,  and 
I  visit  the  farm,  along  with  the  Veterinary  Inspector  for 
Preston  (Major  Finch,  M.C.).  The  object  of  the  visits  is 
to  assist  and  help  the  milk  farmer  in  every  way  possible,  and 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  nearly  every  milk  producer  realises  this. 
The  methods  used  in  milking,  straining  and  cooling  are  gone 
into,  together  with  the  care  of  and  means  of  cleaning  the 
churns  and  smaller  kit  cans.  The  care  and  cleanliness  of 
the  shippons,  animals  and  milkers  receive  attention,  defects 
are  pointed  out,  and  an  appeal  made  for  greater  care.  Should 
the  sample  of  milk  be  tubercular,  then  the  diseased  cow  must 
if  possible,  be  isolated  and  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1925.  Nineteen  cows  were  slaughtered  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  eight  by  the  owners  under  this  Order  in  1925. 
Over  400  animals  were  examined  by  the  Preston  Veterinary 
Inspector  in  the  investigation  of  Tubercular  Milk  Distributions 
from  the  rural  area  into  the  Borough  of  Preston.  During 
the  year  under  review,  I  visited  41  farms  to  investigate  con¬ 
taminated  milk  supplies.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that 
some  72  samples  of  milk  showed  the  presence  of  Bacillus  Coli 
m  dilution  of  1  m  100, 000,  but  against  this  28  samples  ex¬ 
hibited  the  same  micro-organism  in  dilution  of  1  in  10,000. 
My  observation  convinces  me  that  the  milk  farmer  has  vet 
to  convince  himself  of  the  fact  that  to  produce  clean  rmlk 
general  cleanliness  must  prevail  at  the  milk  farm.  I  see  far 
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too  many  dirty  herds  of  cows.  In  some  shippons  practically 
every  animal’s  flank,  tail,  and  sometimes  the  udder  are  coated 
and  smeared  with  cow  dung.  Faulty  floors  are  often 
accountable  for  this,  but  whatever  the  cause  may  be  I  assert 
that  clean  milk  cannot  be  obtained  under  such  conditions. 
The  thorough  grooming  of  cows  is  yet  in  its  infancy/.  To  pro¬ 
duce  clean  milk  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  to-  have 
elaborate  shippons  with  expensive  modern  installations  or 
machines  and  methods  of  treating  milk.  It  is  not  possible  to 
have  everything  absolutely  up-to-date.  Our  problem  is  to 
render  existing  milk  farms  so  that  clean  milk  can  be  produced 
therefrom,  and  I  say  this  can  be  done.  The  old  shippon  can 
be  supplied  with  plenty  of  light  and  ventilation;  floors  can  be 
modernised;  a  dairy  constructed,  and  means  of  raising  boiling 
water  for  the  washing  and  sterilizing  of  utensils  provided. 
Given  clean  milkers  and  groomed  animals,  good  sanitary 
surroundings,  and!  a  pure  and  plentiful  water  supply,  it  only 
needs  the  personal  element  of  the  milk  producer  to  put  a 
a  first-class  milk  on  the  market.  In  writing  thus,  I  lay  myself 
open  to  the  criticism  of  milk  farmers  who  may  say  “It  is  quite 
simple  for  the  M.O.H.  to  sit  down  and  write  his  views,  but  it 
is  not  so  easy  to-  accomplish  his  suggestions.’’  My  answer 
is,  what  one  milk-raiser  can  do,  others  must  follow,  and'  there 
are  examples  of  the  production  of  excellent  milk  under  the 
above  conditions. 

All  Licences  under  special  designations  and  classified  as 
in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk  ( Special  Designations; 
Order  1923,  are  issued  by  the  County  Council.  Two-  farmers 
hold  licences  to  produce  and  sell  Grade  A  milk. 

In  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  report  will  be  found  a  detail 
of  the  inspectional  work  accomplished,  number  of  licences 
granted  and  improvements  effected.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
one  licence  was  withdrawn  and  two-  refused.  Three  farmers 
were  summoned  for  not  registering  as  Milk  Producers,  and 
convictions  obtained  in  each  case.  The  milk  supply  to  the 
district  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  collec¬ 
tion  of  samples  and  the  analysis  of  milk  and  other  foods  are 
undertaken  under  the  Sale  of  Fo-cd  and  Drugs  Acts  by  Inspec¬ 
tors  appointed  by  the  County  Council.  I  submit  a  tabular 
statement  specifying  the  foods  examined  and  where  these  were 
taken.  All  the  samples  were  reported  on  as  genuine. 
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Township. 

Milk. 

- 

Butter. 

i 

Lard. 

Coffee. 

Pepper. 

Boric  Acid. 

Margarine. 

Cinnamon. 

Ground  Ginger. 

Cheese. 

Epsom  Salts. 

Carbonate  of  Soda. 

Baking  Powder.  • 

Total. 

Hutton  ... 

4 

4 

Penwortbam 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

10 

Farington 

2 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

•  *  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Longton  ... 

Lea,  Ashton,  Ingol 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

5 

and  Cottam 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

Woodplumpton 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Broughton 

5 

... 

... 

5 

Barton 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

Whittingbam 

3 

... 

... 

3 

Grimsargh 

1 

•  .  • 

.  ,  . 

1 

Kibble  ton 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Total 

27 

2 

1 

9 

. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

42 

The  arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  meat  generally 
and  at  times  of  slaughter  have  been  observed,  in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Plealth  (Meat)  Regulations  1924.  Four 
hundred  notifications  of  slaughter  have  been  received,  194 
animals  inspected.  GTOlbs.  of  meat  were  condemned  as  un¬ 
fit  for  human  consumption.  The  above  inspections  Were 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Shops,  Stores,  and 
Vehicles,  where  meat,  etc.,  are  sold,  are  under  supervision. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec  1925. 

No.  Registered  . ..  |  .  7  7 

No.  Licensed  ...  /  12  ln  use  1  1 

Totals  12  8  8 


1  have  alluded  to  Bake  Houses  earlier  in  this  report. 
No  instances  of  food  poisoning  were  under  notice. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

In  reviewing  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  during  the  past  five  years,  the  story  to  be  told  in  re¬ 
lation  to  each  year  is  very  similar.  The  variation  points  more 
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to  numbers  of  cases  than  to  diversity  of  diseases.  Scarlet 
Fever  (always  with  us),  Measles  Whooping  Cough, 
Diphtheria,  Mumps,  Chicken  Pox,  and  occasional  instances  of 
Typhoid  Fever.  The  changes  are  rung  on  outbreaks  of  these 
disorders  amongst  children  of  school  age  mostly.  A  short 
tabular  account  of  School  closure  is  given  for  the  years  1921 


1925. 

1921—  3 

1922—  3 

1923—  5 

1924— 10 


closures:  Whooping  Cough  (2),  Diphtheria  (1), 
closures:  Measles  (3). 

closures:  Measles  (4),  Whooping  Cough  (1). 

closures:  Measles  (3),  Influenza  (2),  Mumps  (3), 
Chicken  Pox  (2). 


1925 —  6  closures:  Measles  (2),  Influenza  (1),  Whooping 

Cough  (1),  Mumps  (2T 


Referring  to  1925  these  six  School  closures  were  in  the 
first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  and!  3  of  these  were  on  the  in¬ 
structions  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  I  would  like  hereto 
say  how  obliged  I  am.  to  the  School  Medical  Staff  of  the  county 
for  all  the  assistance  and  courtesy  I  have  received  at.  all  times 
from  them.  There  is  a  very  cordial  co-operation  between 
this  County  Department  and  myself.  This  co-operation,  1 
consider,  adds  greatly  to  the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  our 
fight  against  school  epidemic  disease.  School  attendance  and 
home  carelessness  are  the  two  prominent  factors  in  spreading- 
disease. 


An  ample  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  available. 
As  most  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  are  treated  in  Hospital  and 
removed  thereto  within  an  hour  or  two  of  notification,  Anti¬ 
toxin  is  given  on  arrival  at  the  Hospital,  information  being 
sent  with  the  case  if  Anti-Toxin  has  been  given  prior  to  re¬ 
moval.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  late 
summoning  of  medical  aid,  many  rural  cases  of  Diphtheria 
are  so  advanced!  when  removed  to  Hospital  that  recoverv  is 
jeopardised  and  often  rendered  hopeless.  No  ‘ ‘return  cases” 
of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  in  evidence.  Pneumonia  is  the 
only  disease  where  notification  is  not  well  carried  out.  I 
have  full  authority  regarding  the.  carrying  out  of  the  examina¬ 
tions  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens.  All 
Diphtheria  contacts  have  given  me  negative  results,  so  no 
responsibilities  have  arisen  in  relation  to  these.  No  Schick  or 
Dick  tests  have  been  carried  out  nor  have  any  primary  vac¬ 
cinations  been  performed  by  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations 
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1917.  I  get  valuable  information  from  School  Teachers  bear¬ 
ing  on  Epidemic  Diseases.  All  Teachers  notify  me  concern¬ 
ing  the  health  of  their  Schools.  I  have  no  special  notes  con¬ 
cerning  cancer.  Houses  where  death  due  to  malignant 
disease  occur  are  disinfected  and  cleaned  through.  There 
are  no  special  means  of  dealing  with  verminous  persons.  1 
have  not  seen  a  case  needing  this  disinfection. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

76 

47 

1 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

16 

15 

3 

Paratyphoid) 

1 

•  .  • 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  Diseases  notifiable 

9 

. . . 

18 

locally — Chicken-pox 

25 

. . . 

. . . 

An  analysis  of  the  total  cases  of  specified  notifiable 
diseases  separated  in  age  groups  follows.  I  desire  to  note 
that  2  cases  of  Erysipelas,  4  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis,  1  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Diphtheria,  C 
Pneumonia  were  notified  as  occurring  at  Whittmgham 
Mental  Hospital.  Occasional  cases  of  Meningococcal  Menin¬ 
gitis,  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  have  occurred  during  the  past 
five  years,  as  have  odd  instances  of  Malaria  (of  overseas 
origin).  An  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  associated  with  a 
milk  supply,  yielded  30  cases  and  on  this  I  presented  special 
reports  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

There  was  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  aged 
two  months,  nursed  at  home,  The  vision  was  unimpaired. 
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Total  Cases  Notified. 

Hospital. 

Notifiable  ” 
Diseases. 

Total 

Years. 

Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

in 

Total 

Cases 
at  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-05 

05  and 
over 

Hospital 
of  persons 

belonging 
to  district 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

76 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

5 

32 

11 

8 

8 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

47 

. . . 

1 

Di  pht her ia ,  incln ding 
Membranous  Croup 

16 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

7 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever  (includ¬ 
ing  Paratyphoid)  . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

# 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Acute  Primaiy  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

9 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

(  a11  ^ 
Vforms  / 

Cere bro -Spinal  Fever 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Encephalitis 
Lethargica  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

• 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas  ...  , 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  V  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

29 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

S  7 

4 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

*> 

tmJ 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Malaria  (Abroad) 

1 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

\ 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chicken-pox  ... 

25 

•  •  • 

1 

l 

1 

4 

17 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  0 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals  ...  •  •  • 

179 

1 

2 

4 

6 

12' 

59 

18 

12 

30 

13 

16 

6 

62 

3 

i 

39 

i 
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The  township  distribution  of  specified  notifiable  diseases 
is  set  out  in  tabular  form  for  the  year  1925  and  for  comparison 
the  totals  of  the  four  preceding  years  are  also  given. 


Townships. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed. 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 

removed 

Farington 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1 

3 

3 

1 

0  0  0 

Longton 

11 

8 

3 

3 

9 

9mJ 

0  0  0 

Much  Hoole 

3 

000 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Little  Hoole 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

2 

0  0  0 

Hutton  ... 

13 

8 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

Howick 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Pen  wortham  . . . 

29 

18 

3 

3 

0  0  0 

Samlesbury 

9 

2 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Cuerdale 

9  9  0 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Lea,  Ashton,  &c. 

9  9  9 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Goosnargh 

4 

4 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Broughton 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

Barton  ... 

2 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Haighton 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Woodplumpton 

1 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 

0  0  0 

* Whittingham 

5 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

2 

0  0  0 

Ribchester 

3 

3 

9 

JmJ 

9 

9m! 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Dutton  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  0  0 

Hot  hers  all 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Grimsargh-with- 
Brockholes  . . . 

•  t  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

0  0  0 

Elston  and 
Ribbleton 

9  9  9 

0  0  0 

•  0  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1925  Total 

76 

47 

1 

16 

15 

8 

0  0  0 

1924  Total 

34 

34 

2 

1 

6 

4 

7 

0  0  0 

1923  Total 

22 

18 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

0  0  0 

1922  Total 

68 

54 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

24 

16 

4 

0  0  0 

1921  Total 

62 

49 

3 

0  0  0 

25 

22 

6 

0  0  0 

^Includes  notifications  from  the  Mental  Hospital,  Whittingham 


35 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  29  Pulmonary  and  11  Non-pulmonary  new 
cases  of  Tuberculosis.  Of  these  11  Pulmonary  and  one  Noil- 
Pulmonary  died.  The  tabular  form  here  inserted  gives  the 
age  distribution  of  cases  occurring  and  deaths. 


1 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0—  1  ... 

1—  5  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

5—10  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

9 

jLi 

1 

... 

... 

10—15  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 5—20  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

20—25  . . . 

2 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

25—35  ... 

7 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

... 

35—45  . . . 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

45—55  ... 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

9 

... 

55 — 65 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

... 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Totals 

13 

16 

6 

5 

7 

4 

1 

.  .  . 

29 

11 

11 

1 

The  following  numbers  are  submitted  as  representing  the 
notified  and  ascertained'  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmon- 
ary  Tuberculosis  in  the  years 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


1921  .  13 

1922  .  2:2 

1923  . 

22 

1924  . 

.  14 

1925  . 

.  29 

Of  the  1925  cases,  eight  Pulmonary  cases  went  to 
sanatoria  and  two  Non-pulmonary  cases  to  general  hospitals. 
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The  Count}/  Tuberculosis  Scheme  operates  fully  in  this 
rural  area.  Reported  cases  are  visited  and  kept  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  nurse  and  Sanato¬ 
rium  treatment  is  available  for  all,  and  the  same  rule  applies  to 
Dispensary  Treatment.  Preston  is  the  Central  Dispensary 
for  the  area.  An  Artificial  Sunlight  installation  at  Lancaster 
is  now  very  freely  used.  Thorough  disinfection  is  performed 
on  the  patient  leaving  his  home  for  a  Sanatorium  and  in  case 
of  death.  The  residents  in  this  Rural  District  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  thoroughly  complete  and  efficient  scheme 
operated  by  the  Central  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Attached  to  this  Report  will  be  found: 

(a)  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

(b)  ,,  ,,  Building  Inspector. 

(c)  ,,  ,,  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  who  also 

supervises  the  Sewage  Works. 

(d)  Summary  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  Lancashire. 

(e)  Report  under  Factory  Act. 


CHARLES  J.  TRIMBLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1926. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  again  submit  herewith  our  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925,  showing  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Inspections  .  619 

Re-i’nspiections  .  284 

Other  visits  .  102 

Informal  Notices  served  and  complied  with  43 

Do.  served  and  outstanding  3 

Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied  with  170 

Do.  served  and  outstanding  .2101 


Infectious  Diseases. 

This  subject  v/ill  be  fully  dealt  with  by  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Jdealth. 

We  have  investigated  94  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

Number  of  cases  visited  . .  94 

,,  ,,  Tuberculous  deaths  reported  and  re¬ 
movals  to  Sanatoria  .  22 

,,  ,,  rooms  or  houses  fumigated  .  115 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  Shelters  fumigated  3 


Drainage. 

Number  of  houses  newly  drained  . 

,,  ,,  drains  partly  reconstructed  . 

,,  ,,  drains  cleansed  . 

,,  ,,  gullies  fixed  in  lieu  un trapped  cess¬ 
pools  . 

,,  ,,  insanitary  cesspools  abolished  . 

,,  ,,  septic  tanks  built  . 

,,  ,,  other  matters  . 

,,  ,,  watercourses  cleaned  . 

,,  ,,  open  sewers  piped  . 

,,  ,,  open  sewers  cleansed  . 

,,  ,,  public  sewers  unblocked  . 

Closet  Accommodation, 


1 

8 

15 

9 

3 

8 

0 


Number  of  Privy  Closets  converted  to-  Pails  .  43 

,,  ,,  Privy  Closets  converted  to  W. CPs  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  8 

,,  ,,  new  W.C.’s  .  14 

,,  ,,  new  Earth  Closets  .  2 

,,  ,,  new  Urinals  .  3 

,,  ,,  new  Closet  pails  provided  .  12 
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Scavenging. 

Eight  Parochial  Committees  provide  scavenging— Lea, 


Ashton,  Ingol  and  Cottam  having  been  added.  In  7  of  the 
parishes  the  work  is  let  by  tender  to  Contractors. 

Number  of  new  Sanitary  Ashtins  provided  .  378 

,,  ,,  insanitary  ashpits  abolished  .  47 

,,  ,,  houses  without  sufficient  receptacles  148 

,,  ,,  refuse  accumulations  removed  by 

occupiers  after  Notice  .  15 


Water  Supply, 

Outlying  houses  given  constant  supply  . 

,,  ,,  without  a  sufficient  supply 

,,  ,,  supplied  with  cisterns  . 

,,  ,,  provided  with  well  water 


3 

3 


9 


Other  Sanitary  Defects. 

Number  of  houses  hmewashed — Wholly 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  — Partly 

Floors — new  . . . 

Floors — repaired  . 

Dampness — Leaky  roofs  . . . 

Dampness — Defective  gutters,  etc.  .. 

Ventilation  . 

Lighting  . 

Paving  . 

Nuisances — Accumulations  . 

Nuisances— Animals  . 


t 

9 

3 

3 

5 

10 

3 

3 

3 

20 

3 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  89  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register. 
Numerous  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year.  On 
the  whole  they  are  kept  m  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Number  of  Inspections  .  33 

,,  ,,  Defects  found  .  9 

,,  ,,  Defects  remedied  .  9 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  12  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  Two  Bake¬ 
houses  were  improved  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

During  the  year  seven  boats  have  been  inspected  and  in 
one  instance  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  found  to  be  con¬ 
travened.  The  master  had  no  certificate  on  board. 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

■  During  the  year  13  new  licences  for  storing  petroleum 
have  been  granted  and  G  licences  renewed. 

Anthrax. 

Five  cases  were  notified  by  the  County  Police,  and  all  the 
premises  visited  to  ascertain  if  the  regulations  had  been  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

Outbreaks  occurred  at  two  farms.  The  farms  were 
visited  and  every  precaution  taken  with  regard  to  the  milk 
supply. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

We  have  seven  Registered!  slaughter  houses  and  one 
Licensed  slaughter  house  within  our  area,  the  latter  being  a 
new  erection  during  the  year. 

Three  of  the  places  have  been  brought  up-to-date  so  as 
to  comply^  with  our  Bye-Laws. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924,  four 
hundred  and  eight  notifications  to  slaughter  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  animals  inspected. 
The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  was  670  lbs. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 


Total  number  of  persons  who  have  made  application  to 
be  registered — 475. 

Wholesalers  .  248 

Retailers  .  257 

Dairymen  . .  10 

Total  number  of  persons  granted  licences  during  1925- - 
99. 

Wholesalers  .  54 

Retailers  .  40 

Dairymen  .  5 

Total  number  of  persons  granted  licences — 256. 

Wholesalers  .  118 

Retailers  .  128 

Dairymen  .  10 

Licences  withdrawn  during  1925  .  1 

Licences  refused  during  1925  .  2 

Farms  inspected  during  1925  .  99 

Cowshed's  inspected  during  1925  .  218 

Statutory  Notices  served  during  1925  .  78 

Preliminary  Notices  served  during  1925  .  12 
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Improvements  carried  out  during  1925. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies  limewashed  . 

,,  re-drained  . 

,,  new  floors  . 

,,  light  improved  . 

,,  ventilation  improved  . 

New  Cowsheds  erected  . 

New  Dairies  . 

New  Midden  Steads  . 

Farm  yards  repaired  . 

Liquid  manure  tanks  provided  . 

Cowshed  closed  as  unfit  for  dairy  cattle 
Drainage  improved  . 


296 

65 

30 

74 

76 

y 

( 

10 

27 

15 

9 

4 

36 


Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  three  farmers 
during  the  year  for  failing  to  register — each  farmer  was  fined 
by  the  Magistrates  for  the  offence. 


Schools. 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  2 

,,  ,,  conveniences  limewashed  and  cleansed  7 


, ,  ashpits  abolished  .  1 

, ,  ashtins  provided  . . . .  3 


Housing  Acts. 

277  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  for  de¬ 
fects,  24  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  etc.  Act,  and 
253  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

8  of  these  dwelling  houses  on  inspection  were  found  to 
be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 


We  are. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

THOMAS  ASHCROFT, 

T.  ASHCROFT,  Jnr., 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  again  presenting  my  report  on  the 
buildings  dealt  with  during  the  year  1925. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  and  situation  of  new 
houses,  farm  buildings,  etc.,  which  were  erected,  also  houses 
in  course  of  erection. 


Parish . 

Dwelling- 
houses 
erected . 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection. 

Farm 

Buildings 

and 

Additions. 

Other 

Erections 

and 

Additions. 

Penwortham 

86 

20 

21 

Cat  forth  ... 

Q 

o 

2 

•  «  • 

1 

Ingol 

10 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

Ri  be  b  ester 

o 

o 

1 

Q 

O 

Hutton 

23 

•  •  • 

15 

4 

Farington 

37 

16 

1 

8 

Woodplumpton  ... 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

4 

Hoole 

3 

2 

•  •  » 

1 

Barton 

11 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

Samlesbury 

16 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

Lea 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Howick  ... 

3 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

Whittingham 

21 

.  .  . 

6 

Cottam  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Goosnargh 

1 

•  .  • 

1 

Ashton 

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

Broughton 

30 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Grimsargh 

1 

*  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

(3  wooden  houses) 

3 

•  •  • 

Total 

287 

40 

25 

79 

THOMAS  ASHCROFT, 

Building  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  WATER  MANAGER 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Preston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  a  report  on  the 
administration  of  the  departments  under  my  supervision  as 
far  as  they  are  concerned  with  the  public  health  and  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  the  District. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

the  various  works  in  the  Council’s  area  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  visited  during  the  year,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  they  have 
been  well  maintained. 

Penwortham. 

The  works  consist  of  screening  ana  detritus  chambers, 
settling  tanks  and  storm  tanks,  all  m  duplicate;  three  bacteria 
filter  beds,  with  revolving  distributors;  beds  for  drying  sludge, 
and  land  irrigation. 

These  works  have  nothing  like  the  volume  of  sewage  to 
deal  with,  at  the  present  time,  that  there  is  at  Farington, 
but  this  will  be  altered  when  the  new  Sewage  Scheme  is  com¬ 
pleted. 

Elaborate  additional  tanks  and  filters  are  being  con¬ 
structed,  as  part  of  the  new  scheme,  to  deal  with  the  increased 
volume.  More  beds  have  been  made  for  dealing  with  the 
sludge  by  the  man  in  charge  at  the  works. 

Farington. 

These  works  are  constructed  on  similar  lines  to  those 
described  at  Penwortham.  but  with  seven  filter  beds  of  less 
than  half  the  depth. 

A  small  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  dis¬ 
charging  the  sewage  to  the  revolving  sprinklers  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  one  of  Adams’  Dozino  Syph-ons,  which  is  a' great 
improvement  on  the  old  arrangement.  The  difficulty,  now,  is 
regulating  the  amount  of  storm  water  that  passes  to  the 
syphon,  and  an  improved  type  of  Sprinkler  is  required. 

Grimsargh. 

These  works  consist  of  screens,  closed  septic  tanks  in 
duplicate,  and  two  filter  beds  with  sprinklers.  Repairs  to 
sprinklers  have  been  carried  out  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received. 


43 


Rochester. 

These  works  consist  of  screens,  precipitation  tanks  in 
which  alumina  ferric  is  used,  storm  tank,  filter  bed,  and  land 
irrigation,  with  a  storm  overflow  from  the  sewer  on  to  the 
land.  By  constant  and  careful  attention  the  works  are  kept 
in  satisfactory  condition,  but  they  are  too  small,  and  the 
arrangements  for  collecting  the  sludge  in  the  settling  tanks, 
and  other  details,  are  obsolete,  and  almost  unworkable. 

Storm  Water. 

As  I  have  previously  mentioned  in  these  reports  there  is 
too  much  storm  water  in  the  sewers,  and  I  have  suggested 
to  the  District  Council  that  every  effort  should  be  made,  when 
new  houses  are  erected  and  streets  formed,  to  divert  storm 
water  into  adjoining  ditches  or  drains,  where  possible.  In 
some  instances  this  can  be  done  at  less  cost  to  the  builder. 

TARSPRAYING. 

The  District  Council  have  continued  the  policy  of  tarspray- 
ing  all  the  roads  that  it  is  possible  to  cover  with  the  two 
machines  available  during  the  season. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  year  1925  has  been  a  busy  one  for  the  water  depart¬ 
ment,  and  additional  men  have  been  engaged  throughout  the 
year. 

Lea  Water  Scheme. 

The  water  scheme  for  Lea,  has  been  completed  during 
the  year  by  the  laying  down  of  the  IT  miles  of  main  along 
the  Blackpool  Road  to  the  Lea  Gate  Hotel,  and  the  800  hn. 
yds.  of  3 -inches  down  the  Larches  Lane  to  Ashton  Bank.  An 
extension  of  3-inch  mam  has  also  been  laid  a  distance  of  209 
hn.  yards  up  the  new  streets  to  supply  the  houses  being 
erected  in  our  district,  off  the  Blackpool  Road!,  at  Ashton. 

Particulars  of  the  roads  where  mams  were  laid  were  given 
in  the  report  for  1924,  making  a  total  length  of  mams  for  Lea 
of  7  miles  1183  yards. 

The  houses  on  Ashton  Bank  and  those  on  the  Blackpool 
Road  adjoining  the  borough  boundary,  previously  supplied 
from  the  Corporation  mains,  were  taken  over  and'  served  by  the 
Lea  mains  from  the  1st  April,  1925.  The  number  of  premises 
supplied  in  the  Township  of  Lea  up  to  December  31st.  1925. 
is  88  houses  and  22  farms,  including  those  previously  supplied 
by  the  Corporation. 

The  Scheme  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
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Penwortham  and  Longton  Scheme. 

Included  in  the  Extensions  given  below  is  the  412  yds  of 
12  inch  main  alteration  from  the  Corporation  Boundary,  over 
the  new  Ribble  Bridge,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  foot  of  Pen¬ 
wortham  Hill,  in  place  of  the  old  circuitous  route  over  the  old 
Bridge,  to  give  a  better  supply  of  water  to  the  Southern  part 
of  our  district.  This  has  undoubtedly  had  the  effect  of  im¬ 
proving  the  pressure.  A  further  improvement  might  be  mad 
by  extending  the  12-inch  mam  up  Penwortham  Hill  to  beyon 
Cop  Lane. 

Extensions. 

Particulars  of  extensions  of  main  in  the  district  are 
given  on  page  19  of  this  report. 


u.  td 
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General  Statistics ,  1925. 


1.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres — 53,000. 

Population — Census,  1921 — 22,995.  Estimated,  1925 — 24,400. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921) — 4,701. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921) — 4,757. 

Rateable  value,  £170,763. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £711  10s.  3d. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants- — - 
Cotton  Operatives,  Farmers,  Market  Gardeners. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health — Nothing 
special. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief ;  the  extent  to  which  hospital  and 
other  forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised — No  form  of 
gratuitous  medical  relief  exists  out  side  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
which  is  freely  used. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  note¬ 
worthy  in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review  ;  and  any  con¬ 
ditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  health — None.  All  occupations  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  are  healthy.  Outside  cotton  manufacturing,  varied  forms 
of  farming  and  market  gardening  find  employment  for  many. 

2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  or  available 

For  Smallpox — 12  beds.  Where  situate — Elswiek. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases — 30.  Where  situate — -Fulwoocl. 
Joint  or  otherwise — Joint.  Each  district  contributes  on  a  popula¬ 
tion  basis  and  also  per  case  admitted. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  :  For  Smallpox — 12. 

Is  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 

(a)  Tuberculosis — No.  County  Scheme  available. 

( b )  Maternity  Cases — No.  Preston  Infirmary  Maternity  Wards 

and  Poor  Law  Hospital. 

(o)  Children — No. 

Give  postal  address  of  Union  Infirmary  and  any  other  Public 
Institution  in  District — None. 

Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided  in  your  district  ?  : — Institu¬ 
tional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and 
homeless  children  ;  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  :  Give 
day  and  time  open  ;  Day  Nursery  ;  School  Clinic  ;  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  ;  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre — All  provided 
for  in  County  Scheme. 

Ambulance  facilities  : — - 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases- — One  motor  ambulance  at  Isolation 

Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non -infectious  and  Accident  Cases- — Two  St.  John  and 

B.R.C.S.  motor  ambulances  m  Preston,  covering  a  15  miles 
radius  from  Preston. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Charles  J.  Trimble. 

Salary — M.O.H.  at  31/1 2/1925  £200.  Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time 
Officer  ? — Not  in  general  practice.  Any  other  public  appoint¬ 
ments  held  by  him — Fulwood  U.D.  and  Walton-le-Dale  U.D. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Thomas  Ashcroft,  Senr. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector  at  31/12/1925 — £324. 

Is  he  a  whole-time  Officer  ? — Yes.  What  other  appointments 
does  he  hold  ? — Building  Inspector. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector — One  additional  Inspector — T.  Ashcroft, 
Junr. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  at  31/12/1925 — £230. 

Is  he  a  whole-time  Officer  ? — Yes. 

Any  Specialized  Inspectors  ( e.g .,  Food  Inspector)  ? — None. 

Anjr  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Heath  Visitors  and  Special 
Nurses  ;  if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  diplomas  or  certificates,  or 
qualifications,  and  any  other  public  offices  held  by  them — None. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Nature  of  arrangements  in  the 
district  for — - 

(a)  General  Nursing — One  District  Nurse  at  Broughton. 

( b )  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  &c. — None. 

By  whom  provided — District  Nurse,  by  local  subscription. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District  ? — No. 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work  ? — No. 

If  no  such  arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntarily  under¬ 
take  Child  Welfare  Work  ? — No. 

Does  the  Association  undertake — - 

(а)  Midwifery  Cases  ? — -No. 

(б)  Monthly  Nursing  ? — No. 

Has  any  local  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of  Food 
and  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of  Milk  for 
Infants  ? — No. 

Midwives. — Is  any  midwife  employed  by  or  assisted  by  the  Local 
Authority  ?- — No. 

Number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register,  31/12/1925 — - 
No.  on  Register,  6.  No.  actually  practising,  G. 

Any  comments  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  midwifery 
service  ? — This  number  does  not  provide  a  very  sufficient  service. 

Legislation  in  force.  Specify  any  : — 

Local  Acts — None. 

Local  Orders — -Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890  (31st 
March,  1914)  ;  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
Parts  I.,  III.,  and  IV.  (16th  May,  1893). 

General  Adoptive  Acts — Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907.  Sec.  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22  to  33 — comprised  in 
Part  II.  Sec.  34  to  4G,  48,  49,  50  comprised  in  Part  III.  Sec. 
52  to  G7  comprised  in  Part  IV.,  Part  V.,  and  Sec.  93  and  95 
comprised  in  Part  N.  (22nd  December,  1913). 

Bye-laws  relating  to  public  health — Slaughter-houses  (21st  Nov¬ 
ember,  1896)  ;  Cowsheds,  &c.  (12th  January,  1897)  ;  Com¬ 
mon  Lodging-houses  (26th  October,  1896)  ;  Nuisances  (1st 
December,  1896)  ;  Cleansing  Footpaths  (4th  October,  1896). 
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Observations  as  to  their  administration — These  Bye-laws  and 
Adoptive  Acts  are  in  constant  use. 

Particulars  as  to  co-operation  with — 

The  medical  and  ancillary  services  of  the  National  Health  In¬ 
surance — There  is  no  co-operation. 

The  Voluntary  Hospitals — Preston  Boval  Infirmary. 

The  Poor  Law  or  other  agencies — The  ordinary  Poor  Law  service 
is  available. 


3. — SANITARY  CIRCU INSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply — From  Preston  Corporation  and  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

Source  and  quality.  Constant  or  intermittent- — Constant,  quality 
good. 

Approx.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  supplied- — Direct,  see  Report  ;  By 
stand  pipe,  none. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  - — None. 

Any  liability  to  plumbo -solvent  action — No. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where — The  supply  is  sufficient  in  areas 
supplied. 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during  the  year- — See  Report. 

Rivers  and  Streams  :• — Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of 
Streams.  Sources  and  nature — Ribble  Joint  Committee  supervise 
.  Rivers,  &c. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — - 

Sewage  Disposal  Works,  method  of  treatment — Outfall  Works  at 
Farington,  Ribchester,  Grimsarglr  and  Penwortham  and  a 
small  Outfall  Works  at  Broughton. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System  ?  Any  developments 
during  year — Outside  the  above  there  are  septic  tanks  over¬ 
flow  to  ditches. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system— -Area  of 
district  south  of  the  Ribble  except  parts  of  Farington  and 
Penwortham  (see  Report). 

Action  taken  Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c. — Carried  out  when  and 
where  necessary. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1925  : — - 

Privy  Middens  : — No.  of  Middens — 2,(355.  No.  of  Closets  attached 
to  these  Middens- — 2,655.  No.  of  Pail  Closets — 1,243.  No. 
of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)- — Nil.  No.  of  Fresh 
Water  Closets — 1,363.  No.  of  Movable  Aslibins  for  refuse — 
2,511.  No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets — 425. 


Conversions  : — 

No.  of  Privy  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s 
To  Waste  W.C.’s 
To  Pails,  &c. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets — - 
To  Fresh  W.C.’s 
To  Waste  W.C.’s 
No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to 

Fresh  W.C.’s . 

No.  of  Houses  at  which 
Movable  Aslibins  have 
been  substituted  for 
fixed  receptacles 


During  Year 

During  Five 

1925. 

1921—192 

4 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

13 

152 

8 

17 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

14S 
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Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  abolishing  privy 
middens  and  pail  closets  ? — Nothing  has  yet  been  definitely 
arranged. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ? — No. 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new 
property  ? — Water-carriage. 

Scavenging 

Character  and  efficiency  of  the  arrangements  for  Scavenging  and 
Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse  for  whole  of  district — 
Six  Parochial  Committees  provide  scavenging.  In  eight 
Parishes  the  work  is  let  by  tender.  .  One  Parish  (Penwortham) 
the  Parochial  Committee  does  its  own.  In  outside  areas  the 
tenants  do  their  own  scavenging. 

How  performed  (state  whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract, 
or  Occupiers  of  Houses)  ? — As  stated  above. 

Are  motor  vehicles  used  ? — No. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ? — Day. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? — Tips  and  for  manure. 

Has  a  Destructor  been  provided  ? — No. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1925  — - 

No.  of  premises  visited — 619. 

Defects  or  nuisances — No.  discovered,  277  ;  No.  abated,  248. 

No.  of  Notices  served-  Informal,  46  ;  Statutory,  202. 

Smoke  Nuisance 

Any  special  action  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement— Nil. 

No.  of  observations — Nil  ;  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and 
result — Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour  ? — -Nil. 

Offensive  Trades. — Nil. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces.  What  is  their  condition  ? — Fairly 
satisfactory. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — Nil. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings.  Action  taken  or  needed — Nil. 

Schools.  Sanitary  Condition — Yards  in  most  instances  require  paving. 
Water  Supply,  &c. — Fairly  satisfactory. 

Canal  Boats.  No.  Inspected — 7  ;  No.  of  Infringements  of  Acts — 1. 


4.— HOUSING. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  AND  CONCLUSIONS. 

General  housing  conditions  in  the  area  : — 

General  housing  conditions — Speaking  generally,  the  housing  con¬ 
ditions  are  good. 

Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses — There  is  a  shortage,  say 
150  houses  ;  active  building  operations  have  saved  the 
situation. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  the  shortage — Lump  sum 
grants  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing,  &c.,  Act,  1923,  in 
respect  of  400  houses. 

Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population  during  the 
period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the  future — Census 
population  was  22,995  ;  Estimated  1925,  24,400. 
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Overcrowding  : — 

Extent — Does  not  exist  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Causes— Mostly  owing  to  marriages. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with  overcrowding — - 
As  above  stated  the  building  of  new  houses. 

Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  1925,  and  action 
taken — There  were  no  special  cases  of  overcrowding  under 
notice  during  the  year  1925. 

Fitness  of  houses  : — - 

General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area — Satisfactory  and  in  many 
instances  and  areas,  &c.,  good. 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses — 
Dampness,  defective  ventilation,  want  of  light,  bad  floors 
and  woodwork  in  old  houses. 

How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  management  and 
supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by 
tenants — Owners  are  most  frequently  to  blame.  There  are 
also  bad  and  negligent  tenants.  Defects  are  remedied  on 
notice. 

General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

The  Publie  Health  Acts — Defects  are  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  Housing  Acts: — Unfit  houses  are  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 

Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — No 
difficulties  experienced. 

Special  measures  taken  or  suggested  : — ■ 

Any  special  action  to  secure  improved  management  of  pro¬ 
perty  by  owners — Owners  have  been  seen  and  encouraged 
to  effect  repairs. 

Better  care  of  property  by  tenants— On  many  occasions  care¬ 
less  tenants  have  been  warned  and  dirty  houses  have  had 
notices  served  to  be  cleaned. 

The  gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed 
arrangements— Notices  have  been  complied  with. 

Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to-back  houses, 
or  other  types  of  insanitary  property — Dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Acts. 

Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  regards  : — - 

(a)  Water  supply — Generally  good.  Several  areas  have  a  con¬ 
stant  supply. 

(5)  Closet  accommodation — Mixed,  see  page  47. 

(c)  Refuse  disposal — See  page  47. 

(d)  Measures  taken  during  1925  as  regards  («),  (5),  and  (c) — - 

(a)  Increased  considerably  ;  ( b )  conversions  being  car¬ 

ried  out,  see  page  47  ;  (c)  eight  parishes  are  now  doing 
own  scavenging. 

Unhealthy  areas  : — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or  representations  made 
and  action  taken,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas — Nil.  There 
are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to  tents, 
vans,  sheds,  &c.  : — 

As  to  working  of  existing  bye-laws — None  adopted.  Caravans 
are  our  only  trouble. 
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As  te  need  for  new  bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  bye-laws — The 
question  of  the  revision  of  old  bye-laws  will  be  under  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Council  in  1926. 


General  and  Miscellaneous  : — 

There  is  no  serious  overcrowding.  Refer  to  para.  III.  Housing — 
General  information  given  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


5.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — Observations  on — 

The  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  or  brought  into 
the  district— Satisfactory. 

The  general  adequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  milk  of  pure  and  wholesome  character — Arrange¬ 
ments  for  distributing  milk  are  satisfactory. 

The  administration  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  The 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders — These  enactments 
are  being  carried  out. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923 — 

No.  of  Dealers’  licences  issued  during  1925  in  respect  of — - 

“Certified'’  Milk;  “Grade  A”  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk, 
“  Grade  A”  Milk— Nil. 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk  : 
Pasteurising  Plants — Nil.  Retail  Distributors — Nil. 

Types  of  apparatus  licensed  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk — 
County  Council  issue  these  licences. 

Any  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or  of  licences 
for  graded  milk,  with  reasons  for  the  refusal  or  revocation 
— None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  : — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? — Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? 
— Fair,  some  very  good. 

Give  date  of  the  Regulations  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.13. — 
12th  January,  1897.  Are  they  enforced  ? — Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow- 

(a) .  Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed — 800. 

(b)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually  grazed — 800. 

Cowkeepers — Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers — 475.  No.  on  Register — 256. 
No.  of  Inspections  during  year — 218. 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers) — Total  No.  of 
Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors — 10.  No.  of  Register— 10. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  ?  Give 

particulars — Veterinary  inspection  allowed  when  necessary. 

Action  taken  as  to — Tuberculous  Milk — This  is  carefully  supervised. 

Tuberculous  Cattle — Dealt  with  as  defined  in  Tuberculosis  Order, 

1925. 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  obtained  during  1925  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination — All  samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  Inspectors 
selected  from  the  County  Police  Force.  None  were  bacterio- 
logically  examined  ;  all  were  reported  as  genuine. 
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Meat. — Observations  on  : — 

Meat  inspection  (including  arrangements  for  inspection  at  the  time 
of  slaughter  and  for  marking  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924  ;  disease  in  meat  and  arrangements  for 
disposal  of  condemned  meat — This  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  constantly  supervise  slaughter¬ 
ings  ;  408  notices  of  intended  slaughter  were  received  ;  164 
animals  were  inspected. 

Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  as 
regards  stalls,  shops,  stores,  and  vehicles. — Kept  under 
observation . 

Has  a  public  slaughter-house  been  provided  ?- — No. 

Private  slaughter-houses  : — - 

No.  registered — 7  in  January,  1925.  7  in  December,  1925. 

No.  licensed— 12  in  use  in  1620.  1  in  January,  1925.  1  in 

December,  1925. 

Total— 12  in  1920.  8  in  January,  1925.  Sin  December,  1925. 

Other  Foods  : — 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  places  where  food  is  prepared — 
Bakehouses — Number  12.  Condition — Satisfactory. 

Other  Premises — Fish  and  Chips  Shops. 

Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrendered  during  1925  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption — 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts — One  whole  carcase,  weight 
670  lbs. 

Diseased,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  meat  (other  than  above)— 

Nil. 

Other  foodstuffs — Nil. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  and  result — Nil. 

Food  poisoning  ?  Action  taken  (if  any) — Nil. 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  (if  any)  in  respect  of — 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ;  Condensed  Milk  Regs.,  1923  ; 
Dried  Milk  Regs.,  1923  ;  Milk  &  Cream  Regs.,  1912-17. — 
Samples  of  food  taken  paid  tested  under  County  super¬ 
vision. 

6.  PREVALENCE  CF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin. — Notes  on  the  supply  and  prompt  use — There 
are  few  cases  of  diphtheria.  Anti-toxin  is  available  and  is  at 
once  used  at  home  or  at  the  Hospital.  Is  a  supply  kept  within  the 
district  ?  Yes,  on  application  to  M.O.H.  If  so,  where  ?  Also 
through  Chemist  in  Preston  and  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.- — Any  special  occurrence- — No  (one  case). 

Scarlet  Fever. — Discovery  of  “return”  cases — None  discovered. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever. — Experience  in 
regard  to  these  diseases — Except  Pneumonia,  these  diseases 
practically  do  not  exist.  Pneumonia  is  badly  notified. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  : — 

No.  of  Specimens  examined  in  1925 — Blood — Nil.  Sputum- — Nil. 
Throat  Swabs — 30.  Swabs  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 
Nil.  Others — Nil. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  Contacts,  ( b )  Return  cases,  (c)  Carrier 
cases — Contacts  supervised.  Return  cases- — None.  Carriers — * 
None  discovered. 
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Has  any  use  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests 
in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively,  or  of  the  recently 
developed  artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these 
diseases  ? — Schick  and  Dick  test  not  tried.  Diphtheria  immuni¬ 
zation  with  500  units  of  anti-toxin  practiced. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No.  of  vac¬ 
cinations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — (a)  Primary 
— Nil  ;  (6)  Re -vaccinations — Nil. 

If  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your 
district,  state  for  what  period  : — Chicken-pox — renewable  each 
year. 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1925  for  Measles — 2. 
Whooping  Cough — 1.  Influenza — 1.  Any  other  diseases — - 
Mumps,  2. 

No.  of  Reports  made  during  1925  under  Section  14  (4)  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1922 — Subjects  of  Reports.  School  closures  and  an  out¬ 
break  of  Scarlet  Fever  due  to  infected  milk  supply. 

Influenza. — Observations  on  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  epidemics — None. 

Has  any  special  attention  been  given  to  (a)  cancer,  ( b )  locally  con¬ 
tracted  anthrax,  and  (c)  rabies  ? — (a)  Cancer — Disinfection  of 
premises  ;  (6)  None  ;  ( c )  None. 

Disinfection  : — - 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  during  1925 — -115. 

Method  used — Formalin  fumes. 

Are  Houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis — Always. 

(b)  Measles — -Sometimes. 

Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c. — None  available. 

No.  of  Articles  disinfected — No  record. 

Any  arrangement  for  bathing  verminous,  &o.,  persons — No. 

In  how  many  instances  has  disinfection  been  carried  out — None. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 

1925. 

Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  (Articles  3,  5,  6,  and  7)  re¬ 
lating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade — None. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  92. 

Any  action  taken  under  this  Section — None. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1925 — -Increased  water  sup¬ 
plies  ;  Building  operations. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District — Further  extensions  of  water 
supplies  ;  Sewering  of  additional  Areas  ;  Longton,  Hutton,  and 
Ho  wick,  &c. — General  Survey  of  the  District,  Closet  conversion. 

Charles  J.  Trimble, 

May,  1926.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1925,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Preston,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.  — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

6 

1 

None. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

27 

9 

None. 

Total 

33 

10 

None. 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

8 

8 

Nil. 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Total 

10 

10 

Nil. 

CHARLES  J.  TRIMBLE, 

May,  1926.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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